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“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


From ‘‘ First Voyage "Round the World by Magellan.” 
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CAN THE JAPANESE WAR BE SHORTENED? 


Our longing for the end of the war was made only 
more intense by the gratitude that welled in our 
hearts at the end of the European conflict. As time goes 
on and the burning and bombing in Ja becomes in- 
creasingly ghastly our one thought is, can this be 
stopped? 

The war in the east is our war in a sense in which 
the war in the west never was; and the store of hate 

. which we see our country helping to accumulate in the 
world because of its continuance is almost unbearable. 


Every patriotic sense we possess demands that our Gov- _ 


ernment find some way of stopping what seems to us 
to be a useless and terrible slaughter. 


PRINCIPLES AND PROGRAM NUMBER 


statement that we are not seeking the destruction of the 
Japanese people; but this is not enough. Why is our 
Government not tga Bed state the terms on which we 
will stop fighting? y cannot the terms already 
offered by Japan be discussed? Are we afraid to have 
the war stop now? 

Answers to these questions should be sought from 
the President, from the State Department, from Con- 
gress, and from all persons in public places. Individual 

i carried on by all of us, regardless of what- 
ever else we are doing, may materially shorten the war. 
The extent to which we are willing to act ourselves 
indicates the sincerity of our desire for peace. How 


We are grateful that President Truman made the — Dorothy Medders 
PRINCIPLES AND PROGRAM 
AS PASSED BY THE 1945 ANNUAL MEETING FOR 1945-46 We 
Principles 
The Women’s International League for Peace and ; FREEDOM 


Freedom was founded in 1915 in the midst of the First 
World War. Jane Addams became its first International 
President and held this office until her death. Through- 


out its history it has maintained a policy and a program - 


consistent with the ideas of its founders. 

The League is both an international and an inter- 
racial organization. Its aim is to work for the estab- 
lishment of those political, economic, and psychological 
conditions, both abroad and at home, which can assure 
peace and freedom. 


PEACE 
The League holds that peace is more than the ab- 
sence of war or the maintenance of order co- 
ercive power. It asserts that peace is a positive ple 
in human affairs—a method as well as a goal. 


To the Women’s International League, liberty of 
the human spirit is a basic value. The League maintains 
that this conviction has been the central impulsion in 
man’s long struggle for freedom. The history of civil- 
ization has been the history of liberty: freedom of 
thought, freedom of religion, freedom of persons, free- 
dom of enterprise, freedom of labor, freedom of research 


temporary world are the military system, all forms of 
liberties, all discrim- 


dictatorship, all suppression of civil 

ination based on sex, class, race, creed, or opinion. 
_ The League-maintains that a free society must be 
based on the individual’s acceptance of responsibility 
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AND PROGRAM 


Since no individual can live to himself alone, that re-’ 
sponsibility requires the community to impose upon 
itself certain controls for the common good. The League 
contends that these controls should be subject to demo- 
cratic processes and reviews.: 


JUSTICE 
The League believes that injustice, deep-seated in 
the political and economic structure of our society, is 
largely responsible for world-wide war. Peace and free- 
dom depend on the development of a free and democratic 


social order in which the basic needs of the people are ~ 


met and their fundamental rights preserved. 


The League affirms that peace and freedom are 
interdependent and that they must rest on law and 
justice. The primary function of democratic govern- 
ment is to translate these principles into a ‘political and 
economic program that will give them substance and 
meaning. Such a program is not static but dynamic, It 
must provide for growth and expansion, for new forms, 
new areas of development, new institutions to meet the 
demands of contemporary life. 


Program 


INTERNATIONAL 
The world faces the most difficult task in history, 
the cooperative building of a world society out of nations 
suffering from the disorganization of war. The realiza~. 
tion of this fact determines the program of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom for the 
coming year. 


PEACE AND BREAD 

The starvation and attendant disease of millions of 
men, women, and children throughout the world threaten 
the approaching peace and demand immediate action 
on a world-wide scale. Realizing that a stable demo- 
cratic society can never be reconstructed by people 
warped in body and mind through starvation, the League 
urges that food be shipped at once by our government 
to starving people everywhere regardless of nationality 
or political conviction, It recommends that a plan be 
developed to make known to American citizens the urg- 
ency of the need, in ofder that they may voluntarily 
accept, wherever necessary, additional restrictions of 
their food supply. 

It further urges that the existing agencies, private, 
national, and international, be furnished with all re- 
quired facilities and be given power to act with speed 
and effectiveness in the present emergency. 

It recommends the establishment of a permanent 
international food commission to work for a more equit- 
able distribution of food throughout the world and for 
the elimination of the causes of scarcity. 


WORLD ORGANIZATION 
The League stands for a strong international organ- 

ization as it has done throughout its thirty years of 
existence. It believes that such an organization, to be 
effective, must function democratically within a frame- 
work of law. It must be flexible enough to provide for 
peaceful change in a dynamic world and to operate 
creatively for making peace as well as negatively for 
keeping the peace. 

The League therefore advocates that the charter of 
the projected international organization be brought into 
harmony with the principles of the Atlantic Charter in 
the following ways: 

1. Provision, should be made for giving to the As- 
sembly power to discuss any questions at any time 
and means of putting its recommendations into 
effect. 

2. The Security Council should be required to use 
peaceful methods to resolvé conflict, without re- 
course to the use of military force. 


3. All decisions of the Security Council should’ be 
made by a two-thirds majority. No member should 
have the right of veto. 

4. Among the commissions to be set up by the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, specific provision should 
be made for 
a. An International Commission on Territorial 

Trusteeship covering all dependent areas, as pro- 
vided in the Chinese memorandum; ’ 
b. An International Cultural Relations Office, as 
provided in the Chinese memorandum; 
c. An International Civilian Commission on Dis- 
armament. 

5. A racial equality clause should be incorporated in 
the statement of purposes. 

6. A universal Bill of Rights should be included in 
the charter. 

7. Provision should be made for a more flexible meth- 
od of amending the charter. 

8. Prevision should be made for review of decisions 
including those made during the present war. 


TREATMENT OF GERMANY AND JAPAN 

he League holds that the post-war treatment of 
Germany and Japan should he based not on the concepts 
of a “harsh” or “soft” peace, but on policies which will 
insure a workable peace. 

It opposes both the spirit and the practice of re- 
venge as self-defeating and unworthy of civilized people 
and urges that attention be concentrated on the con- 
structive task of rebuilding the social order. 

Germany. Although it is necessary to take steps 
to deprive Nazi leaders, the military caste, Junker land- 
owners, and monopolists of their power to perpetuate 
their political philosophy, the League believes that the 
cure for Nazism cannot be achieved without the re- 
establishment of normal living. It therefore recom- 
mends that sufficient foo4, medical supplies, and raw 
materials to supply the needs of the German people be 
sent as soon as is consistent with supplying the needs 
of other peoples. 

The League opposes any plan to force the Germans. 
to supply labor units for reconstruction in other coun- 
tries, inasmuch as it believes that such a policy will 
violate human rights, weaken the posit:on of labor, and 
retard the development of friendly relations. 

The League believes that the plan to divide Ger- 
many into spheres of influence will make for divisive 
and rival policies rather than for the cooperation neces- 
sary for the rebuilding of Germany as part of a healthy 
Europe. It believes that the Allied authorities should 
make use of those elements in Germany which can police 
their own people and undertake their own re-education. 
It holds that the military requirement of non-fraterniza- 
tion should be abandoned as speedily as possible and 
that normal and healthy human relations should be 
encouraged. ! 

Japan. The League urges the government of the 
United States to abandon the demand for unconditional 
surrender and to take the initiative in exploring any 
possibility of bringing about peace with Japan so that 
wholesale destruction of lives and of property may cease 
and a return to normal living may be facilitated. The 
League is convinced that the destruction of Japan would 
not solve the Asiatic problem. Any proposal for the 
treatment of Japan should be part of a broad non- 
imperialistic policy for the Far East. 


SELF-DETERMINATION 
The League feels that history has repeatedly demon- 
strated that the forcible transfer of peoples and territory 
without the consent of the governed has created con- 
tinued or recurring tensions, unhappiness and war. 
The League therefore calls upon the signatories of 
the Atlantic Charter to see that their promise of self- 
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determination of peoples be carried out, and it urges 
that provision for free and unhampered plebiscites under 
international and disinterested commissions be set up 
as an integral part of the world machinery in such a 
way thaf it may operate immediately in such areas as 
East Prussia. 


CONVENTION FOR THE ABOLITION OF 
CONSCRIPTION 

’ As an immediate first step in implementing the 
eighth point of the Atlantic Charter, which promises to 
free the world “from the crushing burden of armaments,” 
and as a central part of any disarmament program, the 
League advocates prompt consideration of an interna- 
tional convention for the abolition of conscription. 


SECRET DIPLOMACY 

The League urges that provision be made by the 
world organization for the registration and publication 
of all treaties and agreements between nations, to the 
end that the deplorable practice of secret diplomacy 
may be eliminated. 


COLONIAL AREAS 

The League advocates that colonial people be given 
self-government as rapidly as possible. All those who 
have not yet achieved it should be placed under inter- 
national supervision with the right of direct report to 
the world organization and should be aided in preparing 
themselves for self-government. 

It urges that the occupation and the use of strategic 
areas be controlled by the world organization. 


INDIA 

The League believes that the freedom of India is a 
necessary first step in establishing a non-imperialistic 
policy in Asia. Therefore it urges the United States 
government to recognize the legitimate claims of the 
Indian people for freedom. 


CONFERENCE ‘ON MIGRATION 

The League urges that the government of the 
United States at once initiate an international confer- 
ence, eventually to be made permanent under the Social 
and Economic Council of the world organization, to 
consider the complex problems involved in the question 
of migration, of passport regulation, of naturalization, 
and of statelessness. 


ORIENTAL EXCLUSION ACT 

The League has worked for fifteen years for the 
abrogation of the Oriental Exclusion Act and for an 
immigration and naturalization policy based not on 
ethnic grounds but on the qualifications of individuals. 
It again reaffirms its conviction that all treaties and laws 
based on racial discrimination should be abolished. 


WOMEN IN POST-WAR PLANNING 

Convinced that women have a significant contribu- 
tion to make in the development of a world society, the 
League urges the appointment of competent women to 
international policy-making bodies. 
INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION 

The League urges upon our government continual 
growth in cooperative sharing of responsibility for 
regional problems of the Western Hemisphere, political, 
economic, and social. In particular it seeks to promote 
the cooperation of the United States with Latin Ameri- 
can nations in developing concrete plans for raising 
living standards of workers and strengthening the labor 
movement. 


DOMESTIC 


PEACETIME CONSCRIPTION 

The League, reaffirming its long-standing opposition 
to conscription, protests against any plan for permanent 
peacetime conscription. It believes that such a plan 
would run counter to our American tradition.and that 


it would influence our social, economic, and educational 
life so drastically that it would have a disastrous effect 
upon the whole democratic structure of the country, 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

The League reaffirms its stand on freedom of con- 
science and its support of those who are conscientiousl 
unable to participate in the war effort, whether their 
beliefs take them into non-combatant service of the 
armed forces, into the Civilian Public Service camps, 
or into prison. 2 

The League is disturbed by the fact that the regu- 
lations governing parolees from prison are being made 
stricter for conscientious objectors than for other pris- 
oners. It believes that in view df the increasing evidence 
of public acceptance of the position of the conscientious 
objector these men must be given greater opportunity 
for service, including service abroad. It deplores the 
fact that conscientious objectors and their families are 
being penalized by the ruling permitting them to receive 
only maintenance and a maximum of $15 a month, and 
raises the question whether this does not constitute an 
abridgement of the Constitutional guarantee against 
forced labor. 


PUERTO RICO 

The League urges the fullest opportunity for self- 
government for American colonial possessions, and urges 
that an immediate opportunity be given to the Puerto 
Rican people to vote on their permanent status on the 
basis of clearly stated alternatives in accordance with 
the twice-made request of their Legislature that a 
plebiscite be held. 

RACE 

The League is convinced that the elimination of 
race prejudice may be the most important single prob- 
lem of the post-war era. It points out that the core 
of the superiority and inferiority of races is scientifi 
unsound and morally indefensible. It holds that the 
basic principles of both religion and democracy are 
denied by the practices of discrimination, segregation, 
and inequality. It urges its membership to take the 
initiative in educating their communities on the subject 
of race and to encourage every creative effort making 
for an integrated American society. 

ANTI-SEMITISM 

The League sees in anti-Semitism a by-product of 
the tensions and insecurity inherent in our present day 
society. It urges constant vigilance in recognizing the 
many and varied manifestations, of this social disorder. 
It calls on its members to protest both in public and in 
private every evidence of the evil and to encourage and 
promote all those processes in our society conducive to 
cohesion and solidarity. 


JAPANESE-AMERICANS 


_ The League believes that the question of the status 

of Japanese-Americans should not be considered apart 
from that of other Americans. The same rights and 
privileges must be granted to all citizens, regardless of 
their ancestry. Vicious propaganda to brand all Jap- 
anese-Americans as disloyal should be opposed and 
the “loyalty test” should be revised in order to allow 
many of those at Tule Lake to appeal their cases 
change their decisions, if they so desire. 

Provision should be made immediately for the 
restitution of financial losses suffered at the time of the 
evacuation; and an adequate financial security should 
be offered to the many thousands still in Relocation’ 
Centers to induce them to accept resettlement. 

‘What is now done to counteract the sweeping depri- 
vation of civil rights on a racial basis provides an acid 
test of our democracy. ‘The problem is more than a 
domestic one. Our relations with this small group of 
American citizens are a blueprint of our relations with 
all the peoples of Asia. 
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Since no individual can live to himself alone, that re-’ 
sponsibility requires the community to impose upon 
itself certain controls for the common good. The League 
contends that these controls should be subject to demo- 
cratic processes and reviews, 


4 JUSTICE 
The League believes that injustice, deep-seated in 
the political and economic structure of our society, is 
largely responsible for world-wide war. Peace and free- 
dom depend on the development of a free and democratic 


social order in which the basic needs of the people are ~ 


met and their fundamental rights preserved. 


The League affirms that peace and freedom are 
interdependent and that they must rest on law and 
justice. The primary function of democratic govern- 
ment is to translate these principles into a ‘political and 
economic program that will give them substance and 
meaning. Such a program is not static but dynamic, It 
must provide for growth and expansion, for new forms, 
new areas of development, new institutions to meet the 


demands of contemporary life. 


Program 


INTERNATIONAL 
The world faces the most difficult task in history, 
the cooperative building of a world society out of nations 
suffering from the disorganization of war. The realiza-. 
tion of this fact determines the program of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom for the 
coming year. 


PEACE AND BREAD 

The starvation and attendant disease of millions of 
men, women, and children throughout the world threaten 
the approaching peace and demand immediate action 
on a world-wide scale. Realizing that a stable demo- 
cratic society can never be reconstructed by people 
warped in body and mind through starvation, the League 
urges that food be shipped at once by our government 
to starving people everywhere regardless of nationality 
or political conviction, It recommends that a plan be 
developed to make known to American citizens the urg- 
ency of the need, in order. that they may voluntarily 
accept, wherever necessary, additional restrictions of 
their food supply. 

It further urges that the existing agencies, private, 
national, and international, be furnished with all re- 
quired facilities and be given power to act with speed 
and effectiveness in the present emergency. 

It recommends the establishment of a permanent 
international food commission to work for a more equit- 
able distribution of food throughout the world and for 
the elimination of the causes of scarcity. 


WORLD ORGANIZATION 

The League stands for a strong international organ- 
ization as it has done throughout its thirty years of 
existence. It believes that such an organization, to be 
effective, must function democratically within a frame- 
work of law. It must be flexible enough to provide for 
peaceful change in a dynamic world and to operate 
creatively for making peace as well as negatively for 
keeping the peace. 


The League therefore advocates that the charter of 


the projected international organization be brought into 

harmony with the principles of the Atlantic Charter in 

the following ways: 

1. Provision should be made for giving to the As- 
sembly power to discuss any questions at any time 
and means of putting its recommendations into 
effect. 

2. The Security Council should be required to use 
peaceful methods to resolve conflict, without | re- 
course to the use of military force. 


3. All decisions of the Security Council should’ be 
made by a two-thirds majority. No member should 
have the right of veto. 

4. Among the commissions to be set up by the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, specific provision should 
be made for : 

a. An International Commission on Territorial 
Trusteeship covering all dependent areas, as pro- 
vided in the Chinese memorandum; . 

b. An International Cultural Relations Office, as 
provided in the Chinese memorandum; 

c. An International Civilian Commission on Dis- 
armament. 

5. A racial equality clause should be incorporated in 
the statement of purposes. 

6. A universal Bill of Rights should be included in 
the charter. 

7. Provision should be made for a more flexible meth- 

od of amending the charter. 

8. Prevision should be made for review of decisions 
including those made during the present war. 


TREATMENT OF GERMANY AND JAPAN 

hie League holds that the post-war treatment of 
Germany and Japan should he based not on the concepts 
of a “harsh” or “soft” peace, but on policies which will 
insure a workable peace. 

It opposes both the spirit and the practice of re- 
venge as self-defeating and unworthy of civilized people 
and urges that attention be concentrated on the con- 
structive task of rebuilding the social order. 

Germany. Although it is necessary to take steps 
to deprive Nazi leaders, the military caste, Junker land- 
owners, and monopolists of their power to perpetuate 
their political philosophy, the League believes that the 
cure for Nazism cannot be achieved without the re- 
establishment of normal living. It therefore recom- 
mends that sufficient food, medical supplies, and raw 
materials to supply the needs of the German people be 
sent as soon as is consistent with supplying the needs 
of other peoples. 

The League opposes any plan to force the Germans. 
to supply labor units for reconstruction in other coun- 
tries, inasmuch as it believes that such a policy will 
violate human rights, weaken the positon of labor, and 
retard the development of friendly relations. 

The League believes that the plan to divide Ger- 
many into spheres of influence will make for divisive 
and rival policies rather than for the cooperation neces- 
saty for the rebuilding of Germany as part of a healthy 
Europe. It believes that the Allied authorities should 
make use of those elements in Germany which can police 
their own people and undertake their own re-education. 
It holds that the military requirement of non-fraterniza- 
tion should be abandoned as speedily as possible and 
that normal and healthy human relations should be 
encouraged. 

Japan. The League urges the government of the 
United States to abandon the demand for unconditional 
surrender and to take the initiative in exploring any 
possibility of bringing about peace with Japan so that 
wholesale destruction of lives and of property may cease 
and a return to normal living may be facilitated. The 
League is convinced that the destruction of Japan would 
not solve the Asiatic problem. Any proposal for the 
treatment of. Japan should be part of a broad non- 
imperialistic policy for the Far East. 


SELF-DETERMINATION 

The League feels that history has repeatedly demon- 
strated that the forcible transfer of peoples and territory 
without the consent of the governed has created con- 
tinued or recurring tensions, unhappiness and war. 

The League therefore calls upon the signatories of 
the Atlantic Charter to see that their promise of self- 
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determination of peoples be carried out, and it urges 
that provision for free and unhampered plebiscites under 
international and disinterested commissions be set up 
as an integral part of the world machinery in such a 
way thaf it may operate immediately in such areas as 
East Prussia. 


CONVENTION FOR THE ABOLITION OF 
CONSCRIPTION 

’ As an immediate first step in implementing the 
eighth point of the Atlantic Charter, which promises to 
free the world “from the crushing burden of armaments,” 
and as a central part of any disarmament program, the 
League advocates prompt consideration of an interna- 
tional convention for the abolition of conscription. 


SECRET DIPLOMACY 

The League urges that provision be made by the 
world organization for the registration and publication 
of all treaties and agreements between nations, to the 
end that the deplorable practice of secret diplomacy 
may be eliminated. 


COLONIAL AREAS 

The League advocates that colonial people be given 
self-government as rapidly as possible. All those who 
have not yet achieved it should be placed under inter- 
national supervision with the right of direct report to 
the world organization and should be aided in preparing 
themselves for self-government. 

It urges that the occupation and the use of strategic 
areas be controlled by the world organization. 


INDIA 

The League believes that the freedom of India is a 
necessary first step in establishing a non-imperialistic 
policy in Asia. Therefore it urges the United States 
government to recognize the legitimate claims of the 
Indian people for freedom. 


CONFERENCE ON MIGRATION 

The League urges that the government of the 
United States at once initiate an international confer- 
ence, eventually to be made permanent under the Social 
and Economic Council of the world organization, to 
consider the complex problems involved in the question 
of migration, of passport regulation, of naturalization, 
and of statelessness. 


ORIENTAL EXCLUSION ACT 

The League has worked for fifteen years for the 
abrogation of the Oriental Exclusion Act and for an 
immigration and naturalization policy based not on 
ethnic grounds but on the qualifications of individuals. 
It again reaffirms its conviction that all treaties and laws 
based on racial discrimination should be abolished. 


WOMEN IN POST-WAR PLANNING 

Convinced that women have a significant contribu- 
tion to make in the development of a world society, the 
League urges the appointment of competent women to 
international policy-making bodies. 
INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION 

The League urges upon our government continual 
growth in cooperative sharing of responsibility for 
regional problems of the Western Hemisphere, political, 
economic, and social. In particular it seeks to promote 
the cooperation of the United States with Latin Ameri- 
can nations in developing concrete plans for raising 
living standards of workers and strengthening the labor 
movement. 


DOMESTIC 


PEACETIME CONSCRIPTION 

The League, reaffirming its long-standing opposition 
to conscription, protests against any plan for permanent 
peacetime conscription. It believes that such a plan 
would run counter to our American tradition.and that 


it would influence our social, economic, and educational 
life so drastically that it would have a disastrous effect 
upon the whole democratic structure of the country, 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

The League reaffirms its stand on freedom of con- 
science and its support of those who are conscientiously 
unable to participate in the war effort, whether their 
beliefs take them into non-combatant service of the 
armed forces, into the Civilian Public Service camps, 
or into prison. 

The League is disturbed by the fact that the regu- 
lations governing parolees from prison are being made 
stricter for conscientious objectors than for other pris- 
oners. It believes that in view df the increasing evidence 
of public acceptance of the position of the conscientious 
objector these men must be given greater opportunity 
for service, including service abroad, It deplores the 
fact that conscientious objectors and their families are 
being penalized by the ruling permitting them to receive 
only maintenance and a maximum of $15 a month, and 
raises the question whether this does not constitute an 
abridgement of the Constitutional guarantee against 
forced labor. . 


PUERTO RICO 

The League urges the fullest opportunity for self- 
government for American colonial possessions, and ur, 
that an immediate opportunity be given to the Puerto 
Rican people to vote on their permanent status on the 
basis of clearly stated alternatives in accordance with 
the twice-made request of their Legislature that a 
plebiscite be held. 


RACE 

The League is convinced that the elimination of 
race prejudice may be the most important single prob- 
lem of the post-war era. It points out that the conc 
of the superiority and inferiority of races is scientifi 
unsound and morally indefensible. It holds that the 
basic principles of both religion and democracy are 
denied by the practices of discrimination, segregation, 
and inequality. It urges its membership to take the 
initiative in educating their communities on the subject 
of race and to encourage every creative effort making 
for an integrated American society. 
ANTI-SEMITISM 

The League sees in anti-Semitism a by-product of 
the tensions and insecurity inherent in our present day 
society. It urges constant vigilance in recognizing the 
many and varied manifestations of this social disorder. 
It calls on its members to protest both in public and in 
private every evidence of the evil and to encourage and 
promote all those processes in our society conducive to 
cohesion and solidarity. 


‘JAPANESE-AMERICANS 


_ The League believes that the question of the status 

of Japanese-Americans should not be considered apart 
from that of other Americans. The same rights and 
privileges must be granted to all citizens, regardless of 
their ancestry. Vicious propaganda to brand all Jap- 
anese-Americans as disloyal should be opposed and 
the “loyalty test” should be revised in order to allow 
many of those at Tule Lake to appeal their cases and 
change their decisions, if they so desire. ; 

Provision should be made immediately for the 
restitution of financial losses suffered at the time of the 
evacuation; and an adequate financial security should 
be offered to the many thousands still in Relocation’ 
Centers to induce them to accept resettlement. 

What is now done to counteract the sweeping depri- 
vation of civil rights on a racial basis provides an acid 
test of our democracy. ‘The problem is more than a 
domestic one. Our relations with this small group of 
American citizens are a blueprint of our relations with 
all the peoples of Asia. 


PRINCIPLES AND PROGRAM 


POLL TAX 

The League opposes the denial, in federal elections, 
of political and democratic rights to any Americans 
through the requirement of a poll tax, and it supports 
the Anti-Poll Tax Bill, It welcomes the tendency to- 
ward the elimination of this tax through state. action. 
LABOR 

The League recognizes that lIabor’s struggle to 
maintain and extend its social gains cannot be separated, 
from the le of all of us to win a people’s peace. 
That struggle includes the right of labor representation 
on every board and commission where business is repre- 
sented, the extension and strengthening of labor-manage- 
ment committees within industry, the right of collective 
bargaining, which includes the right to strike even in 
wartime, the right to the protection of minimum labor 
standards and work conditions, and to the extension of 
social security benefits to groups not now covered and 
to include medical care. 

The League recognizes the justice of labor’s de- 
mands for an equalization of sacrifice in the struggle 
against inflation and calls upon the government to con- 
trol prices more effectively and to curb black markets 
operations. 

It also recognizes that discriminatory practices, 
both in employment and in trade union membership 
rules, have their deep roots in fear, which springs from 
social and economic insecurity. Therefore, it urges the 
Congress and the administration not only to strengthen 
and make permanent the Fair Employment Practices 
Commission, but also to accept responsibility, along with 
private enterprise, for guaranteeing and stabilizing em- 
ployment within our democratic system. 


Antigone, by Elizabeth Nitchie. A chapel talk given by Miss 
Nitchie at Goucher College has been reprinted by the Maryland 
Branch. Quoting from the tragedy of Sophocles, Miss Nitchie 


_ applies to our modern day the age-old function of women to 


stand above conflict in their offering of pity and to be steadfast 
to the end in their belief that mercy transcends hate. Available 
at the National Literature Office, 1924 Chestnut St., Philadel- 


phia 3, at 10c. 
* * * 


POEMS OF PEACE AND FREEDOM 
Robert Frost calls Sarah Cleghorn the Saint of Vermont; 
says that no one need despair while Sarah Cleghorn lives. Her 
poetry and her life place her in a distinguished company of 
friends and prophets of peace and freedom, and she is an honored 
member of our WIL. She is with us, living and teaching from 
the experience of a full life devoted to the practice of loving 


This book of her selected poems she considers to be the 
best sheaf of her life’s harvest of effort. It contains twenty-one 
poems. Her most famous quatrain is here. Included also is 
her ballad of Eugene Debs which her friends never tire of hear- 
ing her recite. 

Dorothy Canfield Fisher, her neighbor and very dear friend, 
has written an introduction in warm tribute to “Miss Cleghorn 
and in commendation of this publication as an important ad- 
venture in the field of special interests and special audiences. 

The format of the edition is simple and dignified. It is 
paper covered and sells for 50c a copy. Besides owning it for 
one’s own delight and ready reference, it is exactly the kind of 
gift for friends and for the dissemination of the WIL philosophy. 
It is as timeless as the spirit of loving kindness it portrays. 

This publication was undertaken by the New York State 
Branch not as a money raising scheme but as a way of utilizing 
the yeast of Sarah Cleghorn’s poetic gifts for the cause which 
Jane Addams calls “peace and bread.” Send your orders to 
the National Literature Office, 1924 Chestnut St., Phila, 3, Pa., 


or to: 


Mrs. Sarah Kent, 
728 N. James St., Rome, N. Y. 


Please send ME eerrcenunne COpies of Sarah Cleghorn’s Poems 
of Peace and Freedom at 50c per copy. I enclose my check 


for 


Address 


NATIONAL BOARD, 1945-46 


As of the Annual Meeting, May 4-6, 1945 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Honorary President Mrs. Hannah Clothier Hull 
National President ...................Mirs. Dorothy Medders Robinson 
Honorary Vice-President Devereux Blake 
First Vice-President . Gertrude C. Bussey 
Second Vice-President ea Elsie Elfenbein 
Third Vice-President Mrs. Helen M. Beardsley 
Secretary to the Board Miss Bertha McNeill 
Assistant Secretary ..Mirs, Eugenie Intemann 
Treasurer Mrs. Alice H. Morgan 
Assistant Treasurer Mrs, Margheritta Stirling 
Treasurer of International Funds —.............Mrs. Johanna Fox 


: ELECTED MEMBERS, 1945-46 
Mrs. Helen M. Beardsley Miss Grace Rhoads 
Dr. Gertrude C. Bussey Mrs. Dorothy Medders Robinson 
Mrs. Ruth Gage Colby Mrs. Kathleen W. Sayre 
Mrs. Mary Farquharson Mrs. Gladys D. Walser 


ELECTED MEMBERS, 1945-47 
Mrs. Katherine McC, Arnett Mrs. Elsie Picon 
Mrs. Elizabeth D. Clausen Mrs. Mercedes M. Randall 
Miss Dorothy Detzer Mrs. Emily Parker Simon 
Miss Sophia H. Dulles Mrs. Annalee Stewart 
Mrs. Mildred Scott Olmsted Miss Amy Woods 


APPOINTED MEMBERS, 1945-46 
Mrs. Eleanor Backus, Jr. Mrs. Ethel P. Moors 
Mrs. Eleanor Braun Mrs. Helene C. Rea 
Mrs. Sarah Lifton Mrs. Florence Selleck 
Mrs. Faye L. Mitchell Mrs. Jeanette Smith 
Miss Sybil Jane Moore : 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Katherine McC. Arnett Mrs. Stella Moos 
Miss Emily Greene Balch Dr. Elizabeth Nitchie 
Dr. Gertrude C. Bussey Mrs. Mildred Scott Olmsted 
Miss Dorothy Detzer Mrs. Helene C. Rea 
Mrs. Elsie Elfenbein Miss Grace Rhoads 
Mrs. Hannah Clothier Hull Mrs. Dorothy Medders Robinson 
Mrs. Eugenie Intemann’ Mrs. Annalee Stewart 
Miss Bertha McNeill Mrs. Gladys D. Walser 


CHAIRMEN OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Budget Committee Mrs, Stella Moos, Penna. 
Community Action 
Cooperatives 
Education Division 

Moving Pictures 
Peace Symbols Miss Zonia Baber, Ill. 
Religious Contacts 
Schools and Colleges 
Finance Committee Dr. Gertrude 
Inter-American Work ..............Miss Heloise Brainerd, Wash., D. C. 
Puerto Rico Mrs, Alice M. Woodruff, Mich. 
Americas (Co-Chairmen) ..........Mrs, Elsie L. Picon, Mich. 
Mrs. Elsie Wik Johnson, Minn. 
International Work Mrs. Dor Hommel, N. Y. 
International Funds Mrs, J 
Jane Addams Peace Fund .....Mrs. Mabel Wing Castle, “Baa 
Labor Committee (Co-Chairmen)....Mrs. James M. Wilcox, Minn. 
Miss Mary Lewis, N. 
Legislation Division Miss Dorothy Detzer, Wash., D. 
Congressional Lobbying, Miss Dorothy Detzer, Wash., D.C. 


State Legislatures 
Literature Division Mrs. Emily Cooper Johnson, Penna. 
Mrs. ohnson, Penna. 
. Randall, 


C. Bussey, Md. 


Four Lights 
Printed Matter M N. Y. 
Minorities Division 

Anti-Semitic Trends ..................Mirs, Meta Riseman, Mich. 
Civil Liberties Marjorie Hanson Penna. 
Conscientious Objectors Miss Grace Rhoads, N. J. 
Japanese-Americans (Co-Chairmen), 

Mrs. Gladys D. Walser, 


Race Relations 
Refugees 
Nominating and Elections ...Mrs. Katherine McC. ’ Arnett, Penna. 
Organization Mrs. Mildred Scott Olmsted, Penna. 
Pan-Pacific Relations 
Program and Policies Detzer, Wash., D. C. 
World Organization ..........-.Mrs, Ruth Gage Colby, Minn. 
ALL ‘STATE PRESIDENTS, 


* * 


FOUR 


P d 

second matter May 12, at the Pa., 

under the Act of March 3, 1879. Pub. monthly and Sept. Sub- 


~ PACIFIST RESEARCH 
BUREAY 
120] Chestnut 


. 
t 
i 
! 
{ 
z 
& 
indness. | 
FP published by Women’s International League for / 
5 
: 


